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JOONDALUP HEALTH CAMPUS — DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH STRATEGIC ASSET PLAN 
Grievance 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.27 am]: I too rise to grieve on the issue 
of Joondalup Health Campus. I have a slightly different approach from the member for Joondalup. I begin by 
acknowledging the work by the former Minister for Health on the Joondalup hospital and its expansion. The 
current Minister for Health is not a patch on the old one. It is funny how we appreciate these people in hindsight. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: That is different to what you said four months ago. 

The SPEAKER: Okay! 

Mr R.H. COOK: And it has changed in the last 24 hours, Minister for Health, because clearly the previous 
Minister for Health had buckets more integrity than you have. 

Mr B.J. Grylls interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Right, thank you. That is enough! 

Mr R.H. COOK: That has been demonstrated to me in buckets and spades over the last 24 hours and that has 
been an informative and educative process. 

Mr Speaker, you would be aware that last week the Auditor General brought down a report, the first of its kind, 
about the government’s refusal to make documents available to Parliament, which would be considered 
unacceptable to withhold from Parliament. Those documents would provide Parliament with a good 
demonstration of the government’s thinking on the development of strategic assets. The report went across three 
departments and one of those was the Department of Health. We sought to access the strategic asset plan for the 
Department of Health, which the previous Minister for Health withheld, unreasonably so, according to the 
Auditor General. It was withheld from Parliament.  

This government that is supposed to be open and transparent has demonstrated once again that it is a government 
of secrecy and the very opposite of transparency. An important part of the democratic process is understanding 
how our public hospitals are being developed to meet the demands of a growing community. In the “WA Health 
Clinical Services Framework 2010–2020”, Joondalup Health Campus was pegged to be developed into 
a 600-bed facility. In the last clinical services framework those bed numbers were revised down to around the 
current level of 484. Since the publication of the clinical services framework the paediatric beds have come on, 
so let us say the number is in the low 500s. 

The member for Joondalup is right in bringing to this place a grievance about the capacity of Joondalup hospital. 
The member for Joondalup would have been in a better position to judge the situation if the government had 
done what the Auditor General said it should have done and provided the strategic asset plan for the 
Department of Health. We could then see what the minister’s plans for this hospital are and how it will meet the 
needs of the growing population in Wanneroo and Joondalup. As the member for Joondalup pointed out, 
Joondalup hospital is coming under intense demand by people wanting to access its services. Last week, 
Joondalup hospital had the second busiest emergency department; it was second only to Fiona Stanley Hospital. 
Although it had only 20 more ambulance attendances than St John of God hospital in Midland, it had nearly 
three times the level of ramping of that hospital. In 2013, Joondalup hospital represented just over 23 per cent of 
ambulance ramping that occurs throughout the state. As the Minister for Health would be aware, it is concerning 
to see that so far in 2016, Joondalup hospital represents almost one-third of the ramping that takes place in this 
state. The previous Minister for Health banned ramping under a decree in the midst of a hissy fit in the budget 
estimates, yet we see ambulance ramping continue to paralyse our emergency department services.  

Tellingly, Joondalup hospital has the lowest off-stretcher time proportion of any hospital in Western Australia. 
Even blind Freddy can see that Joondalup hospital is coming under intense demand. Would it not be appropriate 
for the government of the day to put forward its plans for that public hospital? So far we have the clinical 
services framework, which demonstrates that the government has no plans to expand the number of beds in that 
hospital, so we look to other documents to provide us with some indication that the Minister for Health is doing 
more than what he just said in this chamber, which is having a discussion with the Department of Health. We 
want to see concrete plans that demonstrate the government’s vision and expansion program for Joondalup 
hospital. The key document that would demonstrate that is the strategic asset plan. I ask the Minister for Health 
to ignore the stubbornness of his predecessor, create a new start in the area of health policy and commit to 
transparency and openness, which the Premier said was going to be a hallmark of his government. The strategic 
asset plan will allow us to see exactly what the government has planned for this hospital. Until the minister 
makes the strategic asset plan available we have only the clinical services framework to rely upon, which 
demonstrates no plans to expand the hospital, and the government will be relegating it to having an ongoing 
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restriction on bed numbers and continued queuing and ambulance ramping. I call upon the minister to make the 
strategic asset plan available. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Health) [9.34 am]: I thank the member for Kwinana for raising 
the issue of Joondalup Health Campus and the health needs of the population in the northern corridor. He 
followed on from the member for Joondalup’s grievance and was very flexible in his approach to the role of my 
predecessor in this portfolio. He started out congratulating him but then changed his tune to be very critical — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The member cannot seem to make up his mind but we will assume he is taking a more positive 
view today. 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

The SPEAKER: We have had enough, member for Kwinana. Let us get going. 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, member. As soon as we mention Jim McGinty in this house things degenerate. Let 
us get back on topic here. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: In relation to the strategic asset plans of the Department of Health and, indeed, other 
portfolios, the government’s view on advice from the Department of Treasury is that they are part of the state’s 
annual budget process and therefore are considered cabinet-in-confidence. That has been the approach taken 
across government. The Auditor General has a different view but the former Minister for Health was acting on 
the advice to which I just referred. I am sure that the Labor Party when it was in government would have had 
exactly the same approach. As I indicated in the previous grievance, there has been a substantial commitment to 
expanding health services at Joondalup Health Campus, including hospital beds in particular, the emergency 
department and other aspects. Since we have been in government we have made a substantial commitment that 
has been demonstrated by an increase in the number of public beds provided at Joondalup Health Campus to 
519. As I said before, there will no doubt need to be further growth for the northern suburbs, and exactly how 
that is likely to be done has not been finalised at this stage. 

Reference was made by the member for Kwinana to the prevalence of ramping, which certainly has been 
a problem in recent times. It reflects the ever growing and virtually insatiable demand on our public hospital 
system. In Australia we have a health system in which every Australian citizen can get “free” treatment at our 
public hospitals. We provide a very good public hospital system of world standard and people want to use it and 
they do so in ever increasing numbers. All state governments around Australia are finding it very hard to keep up 
with the level of demand and the costs that that entails. Since we came into government in 2008 there has been 
a virtual doubling of expenditure on providing health services in the state from $4.8 billion to $8.6 billion—an 
increase of about 80 per cent, which is not far off from double. It is a huge increase that is much greater than the 
rate of inflation and is putting substantial pressure on the overall state budget that the Treasurer deals with. I held 
this role a bit over 15 years ago, and since that time the amount of state budget expenditure in this area has 
almost quadrupled from $2.2 billion to the current $8.6 billion. This is having an enormous consequence on the 
state’s finances and is putting pressure on the state budget. The main problem is that debt levels and the current 
deficit are not caused by capital works expenditure but by the fact that we do not have the income to pay salaries 
and wages at the level established, and that takes up about three-quarters of the state’s budget. What is coming 
from the health system is a major aspect, but it is certainly not the only aspect of the pressure on the state’s 
finances. As I said, further planning will be undertaken but exactly how and where further growth should occur 
has not been finalised. 

Mr R.H. Cook: So you have no long-term plan? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: There are long-term plans. They are always under review. Now that a number of other issues 
are being settled, I will have further discussions with the Department of Health, no doubt in some detail. This 
planning does need to occur over the next couple of years or so. However, there has been major growth at 
Joondalup Health Campus—largely funded by the state government and partly funded by Ramsay Health Care—
in the last three years or so, to deal with the population growth. As I said, we will address these issues further, 
and the plan is continually under review.  

I am somewhat fascinated that the opposition has a strong interest in Joondalup Health Campus. In my 
comments on the previous grievance, I reflected on the very strong partnership that has been established over the 
last 20 years between the public and the private sectors in providing very good health services through 

 [2] 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 18 August 2016] 

 p4871b-4873a 
Mr Roger Cook; Mr John Day 

Joondalup Health Campus—through the involvement of the private sector. The Labor Party does not support this 
approach. I note from the state WA Labor platform that, amongst other things, it will not extend any contracts 
for privatised hospitals or services. It also states that WA Labor will negotiate early termination of these 
contracts and return these hospitals and services to public ownership as soon as possible. 

Residents of the northern suburbs and much more widely in Western Australia would be very interested to know 
from opposition members—the shadow Minister for Health and maybe the Leader of the Opposition—exactly 
what their plans will be should they be elected to government at the next election in March next year. Under 
a Labor government, should we be faced with that situation, what will it do, when will it commence negotiations 
and when will it expect the management and operation of Joondalup Health Campus to be brought back into 
government? I expect a bit more explanation from the opposition in that respect.  
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